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The time has come for our bi-annual private 
sale of archaic jades, and we are happy to 
present you with this fine selection of ancient 
jades. As always, all the jades in this sale were 
authenticated and dated by 
Prof. Salviati.

The jades in our private sale come from the collections 
of Irene & Wolfgang Zacke and Prof. Filippo. No. 1, a jade 
pendant from the Hongshan culture, no. 5, a jade cong, 
and no. 7, a jade cong-form bead, both from the Liangzhu 
culture, were published in the 2017 publication 4000 
Years of Chinese Archaic Jades by Filippo Salviati, as 
referenced in this catalog in the respective descriptions.

Filippo Salviati

Prof. Filippo Salviati is a researcher 
and faculty member at the Italian 
Institute of Oriental Art at the 
Sapienza University of Rome. For 
over twenty years, he has been 
researching the intriguing world of 
Chinese jades, regularly traveling 
to China to examine the latest 
discoveries and study the works 
preserved in Chinese museums. He 

has examined many thousands of jades from private and 
public collections all over the world. He has also written 
several essays and books on the subject (as well as others 
relating to East Asian art), including Radiant Stones: 
Archaic Chinese Jades – a catalog of ancient jades from 
the collection of Myrna and Samuel Myers (2004) and 
4000 Years of Chinese Archaic Jades, published by Edition 
Zacke in 2017.
 
Prof. Filippo Salviati has worked with Galerie Zacke as an 
academic and scientific advisor for well over ten years, 
studying countless jades offered by and consigned to us 
first-hand and providing invaluable expertise during this 
period. 
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Archaic Jades from the

Private Collections
of Professor Filippo Salviati
and Irene & Wolfgang Zacke

Prof. Filippo Salviati

A few weeks ago 
in early November, 
during Asian Art in 
London, Sotheby’s 
conducted a widely 
observed sale of a 
selection from the 
Myers Collection: ‘Two 
Americans in Paris, The 
Collection of Sam and 
Myrna Myers’. The 
highest price was 
fetched by a large 
green jade cong 
from the Liangzhu 
culture, which was 
first published in 
Fillippo Salviati, 
Radiant Stones: 
Archaic Chinese 
Jades, 2004, 
Honkong (no. 12). Of 
course, the Sotheby’s 
catalog mentions this 
publication by our 
trusted colleague, 
and we are as 
proud as ever to 
be working with 
such a renowned 
expert in the field 
of Chinese archaic 
jades.  

A large green jade cong from 
the Myers collection was sold at 
Sotheby’s on 4 November 2021, 
lot 389 (for 315,000 GBP) and is 
published in Fillippo Salviati, 
Radiant Stones: Archaic Chinese 
Jades, 2004, Honkong, no. 12.
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1 | A GREEN JADE ‘CLOUD-SCROLL’ PENDANT,  
GOUYUN, HONGSHAN

Jade. China, Hongshan culture, c. 3500-2500 BC

Published: Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of Chinese Archaic Jades, Edition 
Zacke, Vienna 2017, pg. 21, no. 20.

2 | A JADE ‘SQUIRREL’ PENDANT,  
NEOLITHIC PERIOD

Jade. China, Neolithic period, possibly Hongshan culture, c. 4700-2900 BC

Boldly carved as a small animal with bulging eyes and bulbous tail, holding 
both hands up toward the mouth, appearing like a squirrel eating fruit. 
The jade is drilled with several holes for suspension as a pendant.

The opaque stone is of a greenish-yellow tone with extensive deep russet 
veining and shading.

The pendant is similar in appearance to the pig-dragon (zhulong) 
pendants and other c-shaped carvings of the Hongshan culture.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related celadon and 
russet jade pig-dragon carving, 
Hongshan culture, at Sotheby’s 
Hong Kong in Chinese Art, Including 
Snuff Bottles And Jades From An 
Old Hong Kong Family Collection on 
28 November 2019, lot 728 (sold 
for HKD 8,815,000), and a related 
Hongshan jade carving of a larva in the 
same auction, lot 691 (sold for HKD 
325,000). 

LENGTH 6.2 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 3,200

3 | A JADE INSECT-FORM PENDANT,  
NEOLITHIC PERIOD

Jade. China, Neolithic period, possibly Hongshan culture, c. 4700-2900 BC

Boldly carved as an insect with large bulging eyes as it sheds part of its 
skin and drilled from both sides for suspension as a pendant.

The partly translucent stone is a greenish beige tone with russet and dark-
brown inclusions.

LENGTH 6.2 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 2,800

Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years 
of Chinese Archaic Jades, 
Edition Zacke, Vienna 2017, 
p. 21, no. 20.

The jade is carved and pierced as a single unit of a cloud-scroll with 
subsidiary arched segments protruding from the corners. The top is 
pierced with a circular aperture. The translucent stone is of a pale green 
tone with cloudy-white inclusions. The present pendant has a strongly 
emphasized abstract look which departs dramatically from the general 
design of most of these ornaments. The abstract shape appears to evoke 
the profile of an animal.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related cloud-scroll 
plaque, Hongshan culture, from the 
Myers collection published in Fillippo 
Salviati, Radiant Stones: Archaic 
Chinese Jades, 2004, Honkong, no. 1.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related and only slightly 
larger jade cloud-scroll ornament from 
the Hongshan culture at Christie’s 
Hong Kong in The Chang Wei-Hwa 
Collection of Archaic Jades, Part I - 
Neolithic Period on 27 November 2019, 
lot 2711 (sold for HKD 175,000).

LENGTH 10.4 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 4,200
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4 | A RARE AND MASSIVE JADE CONG,  
LIANGZHU CULTURE

Jade. China, late Neolithic period, Liangzhu culture, c. 3300-2200 BC

The jade is of short square section with rounded sides and a cylindrical 
interior, each corner carved with a stylized human and animal mask 
design. The eyes and noses as well as the raised bands above the human 
mask and recesses in between are finely incised with line and scroll 
designs. The faces are divided with a gently recessed vertical band to the 
center of each side.

The partly translucent stone is of an olive-green and brownish tone with 
russet veins and inclusions as well as patches of cream tone and areas of 
opaque calcification.

The present cong displays the distinctive characteristic of Liangzhu 
culture cong vessels, with a square outer section around a circular inner 
part and decorated with stylised masks neatly arranged on each of the 
four corners. The exceptional craftsmanship is particularly notable in the 
very delicate and precise quality of the carving and incised decoration, 
enhanced by the lustrous patina formed on the surface over time.

Compare a similar jade cong, Liangzhu culture, also carved with two 
registers of stylised human and animal masks excavated in 1984 
from Fuquanshan in Qingpu County, Shanghai, now in the Shanghai 
Administrative Committee of Culture Heritage, illustrated in Liangzhu 
wenhua yuqi, Hong Kong, 1989, p.17, pl.19. See another related example 
of a jade cong, included in the Min Chiu Society Thirtieth Anniversary 
Exhibition: Selected Treasures of Chinese Art, Hong Kong, 1990, no.195.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare also a closely related but 
slightly larger (6.3 cm high) Liangzhu 
jade cong at Sotheby’s London in Two 
Americans in Paris, The Collection of 
Sam and Myrna Myers on 4 November 
2021, lot 385 (bought-in at an estimate 
of GBP 250,000-350,000).

DIAMETER 10 cm, HEIGHT 5.6 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 11,500

5 | A RARE JADE CONG, LIANGZHU CULTURE

Jade. China, late Neolithic period, Liangzhu culture, c. 3300-2200 BC

Published: Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of Chinese Archaic Jades, Edition 
Zacke, Vienna 2017, p. 48, no. 53.

The jade is of short square section with rounded sides and a cylindrical 
interior, each corner carved with a stylized human and animal mask 
design. The faces are divided with a gently recessed vertical band to the 
center of each side.

The partly translucent jade is of a strong brown tone with green shadings, 
veins and patches of white and cream tone, and areas of opaque 
calcification.

The stylized faces at the corners and the pairs of bulging eyes are 
characteristics of the jade cong created at the time. See three closely 
related examples; a slightly taller cong, excavated from Yaoshan, Yuhang, 
Zhejiang province, now in the Yuhang Museum, Hangzhou, included 
in the exhibition Liangzhu yu gudai Zhongguo: Yuqi xianshi de wuqian 
nian wenming / Liangzhu and Ancient China: The 5,000-Year Civilization 
Demonstrated by Jades, Palace Museum, Beijing, 2019, cat. no. 9; a wider 
one with a somewhat rough top, excavated from Tomb No. 12 at Yaoshan, 
also preserved in the Yuhang Museum, illustrated in Gu Fang, The 
Complete Collection of Unearthed Jades in China, vol. 8: Zhejiang, Beijing, 
2005, p. 107; and a calcified piece of slightly smaller size, excavated 
from Fuquanshan, Qingpu, Shanghai, now preserved in the Shanghai 
Museum, included in the exhibition Gems of Liangzhu Culture: From the 
Shanghai Museum, Hong Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong, 1992, 
cat. no. 55. Comparable congs carved with two registers presenting both 
types of masks have also been published in the Zhongguo meishu quanji 
(Complete volumes on fine Chinese art), nos. 172, 175, 177, 180, and 181.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related cong, Liangzhu 
culture, from the Myers collection 
published in Fillippo Salviati, Radiant 
Stones: Archaic Chinese Jades, 2004, 
Honkong, no. 11.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related but slightly 
smaller (6.5 cm wide) Liangzhu jade cong at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in Important Chinese 
Ceramics and Works of Art on 30 May 
2018, lot 3080 (sold for HKD 3,700,000).

LENGTH 8 cm, HEIGHT 4.8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 9,800

Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years 
of Chinese Archaic Jades, 
Edition Zacke, Vienna 2017, 
p. 48, no. 53. 
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6 | A LARGE JADE CEREMONIAL BLADE,  
DAO, ERLITOU CULTURE

Jade. China, Erlitou culture, c. 1900-1600 BC

The blade is of slightly asymmetrical trapezoidal form with notched edges 
to either side, carved to both sides with six large birds standing upright 
with their beaks pointing upward, and drilled with seven fastening holes, 
all above a double-line border above the cutting edge.

The translucent stone is of a celadon tone with patches of brownish-
cream color.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related jade dao, of 
similar form and color, but slightly 
smaller size (31.9 cm long), at 
Sotheby’s Paris in Jades Archaïques 
de Chine Comprenant L’ancienne 
Collection Max Loehr on 15 
December 2016, lot 27 (sold for 
EUR 30,000).

LENGTH 40 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 65,000
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9 | A CELADON JADE CEREMONIAL NOTCHED AXE,  
QI, SHANG DYNASTY

Jade. China, Shang dynasty, 12th-11th century BC

The flat axe of square form with a large central aperture, the long edges 
carved with ridged teeth and flaring toward the curved cutting edge.

The translucent stone is of a celadon tone with slightly darker shadings of 
olive color as well as light inclusions.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a closely related jade 
notched axe, also dated to the 
Shang dynasty, in the collection 
of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
reference number 1950.210.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but slightly larger 
(13.5 cm long) and later jade qi, the stone 
however of inferior quality to the present 
lot, dated to the Western Zhou dynasty, at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in The Chang Wei-Hwa 
Collection of Archaic Jades - Xia, Shang and 
Western Zhou Dynasties on 30 November 
2020, lot 2741 (sold for HKD 437,500).

LENGTH 8 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 5,500

7 | A JADE CONG-FORM BEAD, LIANGZHU CULTURE

Jade. China, Neolithic period, Liangzhu culture, c. 3300-2200 BC

Published: Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of Chinese Archaic Jades, Edition 
Zacke, Vienna 2017, p. 62, no. 68a.

The tubular bead is carved in the form of a two-tiered miniature cong, 
drilled vertically from both sides. Both registers are carved with a stylized 
mask at each of the four corners.

The opaque stone is of a beige tone with russet veins.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related cong-form 
jade bead at Christie’s Hong Kong in The 
Chang Wei-Hwa Collection of Archaic 
Jades, Part I – The Neolithic Period on 27 
November 2019, lot 2723 (sold for HKD 
525,000).

HEIGHT 5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 2,800

8 | A MINIATURE GREEN JADE CONG, QIJIA

Jade. China, early Bronze Age, Qijia culture, c. 2200-1600 BC

This cong’s form is simply classic. Very clearly balanced and completely 
smooth. The jade itself, on the contrary, features an unusual coloration 
and an extremely lively marbling. The form is cubical, the smooth sides 
nonetheless somewhat curved. The jade is green with dense and lively 
marbling, almost turning black in some areas.

Cong from the Qijia culture are usually plain, as the present piece, but they 
may occasionally be decorated with series of parallel ridges in relief that 
are either carved at the corners, or all around the cong.

SIZE 4.3 x 5 x 5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 2,400

Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years 
of Chinese Archaic Jades, 
Edition Zacke, Vienna 2017,  
p. 62, no. 68a. 
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10 | A PALE CELADON JADE BIRD-FORM PENDANT, 
WESTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Western Zhou, 11th-8th century BC

The flat pendant is well carved in the shape of a bird with a small head, 
outspread wings and flaring tail, all of which are demarcated by incised 
lines and scrolls. A small aperture for suspension is pierced through its 
head.

The translucent stone is of a pale celadon tone with veins and shadings of 
brown color and a small area of opaque calcification.

A similar jade carving of bird in flight was excavated from Rui State tomb 
in Liangdai county, Shaanxi province, illustrated in Golden Age of the Rui 
State, Shanghai, 2012, no. 16.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but slightly smaller (4.6 
cm high) bird-shaped pendant, also dated 
to the Western Zhou, at Christie’s Hong 
Kong in The Chang Wei-Hwa Collection of 
Archaic Jades - Xia, Shang and Western 
Zhou Dynasties on 30 November 2020, lot 
2753 (sold for HKD 325,000).

LENGTH 6 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 5,500

11 | A WHITE AND RUSSET JADE ORNAMENT,  
WESTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Western Zhou, 10th-9th century BC

The pendant of flattened, slightly arched form with notched edges is 
carved to both sides with stylized human or zoomorphic figures, the 
contours and details rendered with double-line grooves.

The translucent stone is of an even white tone with russet veins and 
patches as well as a small area of opaque brownish-cream to one edge.

The style of the present jade ornament, combining human and 
animal features with the contours rendered in double-line grooves, is 
characteristic of the Western Zhou period. A similar example depicting 
a phoenix and dragon and of slightly different shape is in the National 
Palace Museum Collection (acquisition no. gouyu 611), illustrated in Art 
in Quest of Heaven and Truth - Chinese Jades through the Ages, Taipei, 
2012, pl. 5-4-6. Another example depicting similar motifs was excavated 
in Rujiazhuang, its line drawing illustrated in Teng Shu-p’ing, Collectors’ 
Exhibition of Archaic Chinese Jades, National Palace Museum, Taipei, 
1999, p. 35, pl. 30:5. A rectangular plaque depicting similar motifs is in the 
Palace Museum Collection, illustrated in Zhongguo yuqi quanji 2 - Shang & 
Western Zhou, Shijiazhuang, 1993, pl. 242.

#

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related pale celadon 
jade ornament, depicting a 
phoenix perched atop a dragon, 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in 
Chinese Archaic Jades from 
The Yangdetang Collection on 
29 November 2017, lot 2743 
(sold for HKD 2,375,000), and 
another depicting two human 
figures in the same auction, lot 
2746 (sold for HKD 7,060,000).

LENGTH 13.8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 14,000
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12 | A PAIR OF JADE TIGER PLAQUES,  
EASTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 8th-3rd century BC

Each plaque of flattened form and well carved as a four-legged beast in 
profile, the back arched slightly and the tail curled, the fur pattern neatly 
incised, the mouth agape as the tiger pounces on its prey.

The translucent stone is of a pale celadon tone with opaque calcification of 
ivory white color.

Literature comparison: Several related jade tigers have been published, 
including one in Yang Boda, Zhongguo yu qi quan ji [The Complete 
Compilation of Chinese Jades], Vol. 1, Shijiazhuang Shi, 2005, p. 217, 
pl. 3. Another jade tiger was excavated from tomb 1 at Caomen Bay, 
Guojiamiao, Zaoyang, Hubei province, and is now in the Hubei Provincial 
Museum, published in Phoenix Reborn: Chu Jades Excavated from Hubei, 
Wuhan, Hong Kong, 2017, pl. 7.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but larger (14 cm 
long) jade tiger plaque, also dated to the 
Eastern Zhou, at Sotheby’s New York in 
Important Chinese Art on 23 September 
2020, lot 568 (sold for USD 403,200).

LENGTH 5.4 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 12,000

13 | AN EASTERN ZHOU SINUOUS  
DRAGON CARVING WITH  
PHOENIX HEADS

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 4th-3rd century BC

This beautiful and complex carving of celadon-green jade is shaped as a 
dragon with a long, s-shaped body that is further embellished with curled 
and truncated appendages and bird heads: the design is so dense that is 
almost difficult to discern the various parts. The turned back head and the 
s-shaped curve define the dragon’s body, while the truncated appendages 
indicate the feet, tail and short wings. A short rectangular bar with carved 
scrolls at the center connects one part of the curved body to the other.

Several stylized bird heads, with curved beaks, emerge from different 
points of the dragon. The dragon is covered with small raised curls, while 
the appendages are decorated with parallel lines.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a dragon-shaped jade 
pendant from the Myers collection 
with a similar design and also 
dated to the Eastern Zhou period, 
published in Fillippo Salviati, 
Radiant Stones: Archaic Chinese 
Jades, 2004, Honkong, no. 97.

LENGTH 10.2 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 4,500
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14 | A RARE PALE CELADON JADE SLIT DISC,  
JUE, EASTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 8th-6th century BC

Of circular form, pierced with a hole in the centre with a slit through the 
edge, finely incised to both sides with stylized confronting dragons, their 
heads meeting at the slit.

The translucent stone is of a pale celadon tone with russet veins and areas 
of white calcification.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related celadon and 
russet jade slit disc, also dated to the 
Eastern Zhou, at Sotheby’s New York 
in Junkunc: Arts of Ancient China II 
on 10 September 2019, lot 202 (sold 
for USD 300,000).

DIAMETER 6.3 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 3,500

15 | A JADE ‘DRAGON-FISH’ DISC,  
HUAN, EASTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 8th-3rd century BC

The disc is decorated in low relief with archaic motifs of s-scrolls 
interspersed with four evenly spaced mythical beasts with dragon heads 
and fish bodies, with neatly incised scales and tail fins, all between raised 
borders.

The translucent stone is of a pale celadon to russet and dark brown tone 
with areas of semi-opaque calcification.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related Eastern Zhou jade 
disc from the Myers collection, with 
altered areas and a similar design, 
published in Fillippo Salviati, Radiant 
Stones: Archaic Chinese Jades, 2004, 
Honkong, no. 82.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related jade huan, 
also dated to the Eastern Zhou, at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in Important 
Chinese Jades from the Personal 
Collection of Alan and Simone Hartman 
Part II on 27 November 2007, lot 1595 
(sold for HKD 162,500). Compare also a 
related disc, described as a bi, of closely 
related form to the present lot but 
smaller size 5.8 cm wide), dated “Eastern 
Zhou/Han”, at Bonhams London in Fine 
Chinese Art on 2 November 2021, lot 
203 (sold for GBP 75,250, part-lot, 
together with a smaller jade plaque).

DIAMETER 12 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 8,200
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16 | A WHITE JADE CARVING  
OF A KNEELING FIGURE

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 4th-3rd century BC

Finely carved as a human figure, perhaps a boy kneeling in prayer, wearing 
a short hat. The plump face with drop-shaped eyes and full lips, the body 
decorated with incised decorations, with linked scrolls and neatly incised 
hair to the back. The semi-translucent stone of a grayish-white tone with 
ochre and russet inclusions and shadings.

HEIGHT 4.7 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 4,500

17 | A CELADON AND RUSSET JADE  
‘HUMANOID-BIRD’ PENDANT,  
LATE SPRING AND AUTUMN

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, late Spring and Autumn period, 
5th-6th century BC

The figure boldly carved standing upright, the feet and hands curving 
downward like claws, the elbows extending slightly as wings, the body 
carved in relief with comma spirals.

The translucent stone of an even celadon tone with deep russet to dark 
brown patches at the top and bottom of the pendant, the inclusions 
cleverly utilized by the lapidary.

HEIGHT 5.4 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 6,500
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20 | A GREEN JADE DRAGON-FORM PENDANT,  
EASTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 7th-3rd century

The jade carved in the form of a dragon, with circular eyes, a snout-like 
nose and comma spirals decorated to the s-shaped body that terminates 
in a coiled tail reminiscent of a phoenix head.

The semi-translucent stone is of a pale to dark green tone with white and 
cream-colored areas of calcification.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a dragon-shaped jade pendant 
from the Myers collection, dated to 
the Eastern Zhou period, published in 
Fillippo Salviati, Radiant Stones: Archaic 
Chinese Jades, 2004, Honkong, no. 98.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but slightly smaller 
(9.5 cm long) and later jade dragon-form 
pendant, dated to the Han dynasty, at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in Adorning the 
Kings - A Private Collection of Archaic 
Jade Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 
2724 (sold for HKD 1,187,500).

LENGTH 12.7 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 6,800

18 | A CELADON JADE PENDANT,  
EASTERN ZHOU

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 5th-3rd century BC

The pendant is of rectangular, slightly domed form, carved to both sides 
with interlinked comma spirals and to one side with a human head, the 
details neatly rendered with drop-shaped eyes below gently arched 
eyebrows, a broad nose, puffy cheeks, full lips pursed to form a smile, and 
long pendulous earlobes.

The translucent stone is of a celadon tone with brown and russet 
inclusions.

HEIGHT 8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 6,500

19 | AN IVORY-WHITE JADE TOAD

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, 4th-3rd century BC

The amphibian finely carved standing foursquare with large eyes and a 
prominent mouth, the warts are rendered as comma-spirals (guwen) in 
relief. The semi-translucent stone of an ivory-white tone with black and 
russet veins and inclusions.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related Eastern Zhou jade 
ornament depicting a crouching animal 
in Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of Chinese 
Archaic Jades, Edition Zacke, Vienna 
2017, pp. 178-179, no. 196.

LENGTH 8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 3,800
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21 | A JADE ‘DRAGON AND PHOENIX’ PENDANT, 
WARRING STATES

Jade. China, Warring States period, 5th-3rd century BC

The flat, s-shaped pendant is carved as a sinuous dragon with its tail 
terminating in a phoenix head and a similarly sinuous phoenix beside it, all 
detailed with open jaws, horns, and pronounced eyes, the dragon’s body 
incised with scroll and diaper designs.

The translucent stone is of a pale, yellowish-green tone with cream-white 
calcification.

22 | A YELLOW JADE ‘DRAGON AND PHOENIX’ PENDANT, 
WARRING STATES

Jade. China, Warring States period, 5th-3rd century BC

The jade is carved on one end in the form of a dragon depicted with 
circular eyes, a snout-like nose, interlinking with a phoenix, terminating 
with its head carved on the other end. The arched, s-shaped body with a 
furcated tail toward the center and decorated throughout with comma 
spirals.

The translucent stone is of an even yellow tone with russet and mottled 
brown patches as well as small areas of opaque calcification to the edges.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related jade dragon-
form pendant, of slightly smaller size 
(10 cm long) and dated to the Han 
dynasty, at Christie’s Hong Kong in 
Adorning the Kings - A Private Collection 
of Archaic Jade Ornaments on 31 May 
2017, lot 2723 (sold for HKD 275,000), 
and a pair of closely related dragon and phoenix pendants (the larger 
11 cm long), also dated to the Warring States period, at Christie’s Hong 
Kong in Chinese 
Archaic Jades From 
The Yangdetang 
Collection Part II 
on 28 November 
2018, lot 2755 
(sold for HKD 
875,000).

LENGTH 14.2 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 8,500

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related jade 
ornament with intertwined 
dragon and phoenix at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in 
Adorning the Kings - A 
Private Collection of Archaic 
Jade Ornaments on 31 May 
2017, lot 2726 (sold for 
HKD 600,000), and another 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in 
Chinese Archaic Jades from 
The Yangdetang Collection 
on 29 November 2017, 
lot 2764 (sold for HKD 
1,875,000).

LENGTH 7 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 5,600



24 25

23  | A LARGE AND IMPORTANT WHITE JADE  
‘DRAGON AND PHOENIX’ PENDANT,  
WARRING STATES

Jade. China, Warring States period, 5th-3rd century BC

The flat plaque is finely carved on one end in the form of a dragon 
depicted with circular eyes, a snout-like nose, interlinking with a phoenix 
terminating with its head carved to the other end. Their body is decorated 
throughout with comma spirals as well as two small birds and terminates 
to the lower end with a further dragon head. The phoenix’ beak is lowered 
toward a large silkworm.

The translucent stone is of an even white tone with veins and patches of 
russet as well as black speckles and icy inclusions.

Many variations exist of this type of dragon pendant. However, the current 
example is noted for its fine material, lustrous polish, and large size. It also 
has very attractive coloration around the edges. Compare a pendant of 
similar form but with more complex surface decoration, now in the Palace 
Museum, Beijing, illustrated in Jadeware (I), The Complete Collection of 
Treasures of the Palace Museum, Hong Kong, 1995, p. 180, no. 150.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but smaller (13 cm 
long) white jade dragon-form pendant, 
also dated to the Warring States period, 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in Adorning the 
Kings - A Private Collection of Archaic 
Jade Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 
2719 (sold for HKD 1,860,000).

LENGTH 21.7 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 36,000



26 27

24 | A RARE PALE CELADON AND RUSSET JADE COMB, 
LATE SPRING AND AUTUMN

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, late Spring and Autumn period, 5th century BC

The comb is of slightly tapered, rounded rectangular form with 16 teeth 
below a neatly incised design of scrolling clouds centered by a lozenge-
shaped star framed by a robe border.

The translucent stone is of a pale celadon tone with russet veins and 
patches as well as cloudy white inclusions and dark speckles.

This comb compares very favorably with 
one discovered in the 5th-century BC 
tomb of Marquis Yi of the Zeng state at 
Suixian and now in the collection of the 
Hubei Provincial Museum. The comb was 
put underneath the marquis’ head. It is of 
closely related form and similarly carved 
to the present comb with cloud patterns 
and a lozenge-shaped star.

With a fitted storage box.

HEIGHT 8.6 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 7,200

25 | A GRAY JADE ‘TWINS AND PHOENIXES’ PENDANT, 
WARRING STATES

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, Warring States, 4th century BC

The flattened pendant is finely carved as two human figures standing side 
by side, wearing loose robes incised with diapered designs. Their heads 
are surmounted by addorsed phoenixes with prominent beaks, scaled 
bodies, and long curled tails, while two confronting serpents meet at their 
feet.

The partly translucent stone is of a pale greenish-gray tone with dark 
inclusions and areas of opaque calcification.

Early jade carvings depicting humans are rare and appear only 
intermittently as burial objects from the Neolithic period to Han dynasty. 
During the Eastern Zhou dynasty and following into the Han, human 
figures in jade were principally in the form of ornamental beads and 
pendants. The use of human figure motifs in a predominantly decorative 
context is a discernible departure from the more ritualistic or religious 
aspect related to the Neolithic period, Shang or Western Zhou dynasty 
tomb jade or bronze figurines.

Literature comparison: Compare a similar ornament with twinned 
human figures, illustrated in Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of Chinese Archaic 
Jades, Vienna, 2017, p. 226, no. 245.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a pair of related pendants, of 
similar form but larger size (each 11.5 
cm high), dated “Warring States Period 
or later”, at Bonhams Hong Kong in The 
Sze Yuan Tang Collection of Chinese 
Jades on 5 April 2016, lot 22 (sold for 
HKD 937,500).

HEIGHT 5 cm

Provenance: From a private collector in Vienna, Austria.

Purchase for EUR 6,500



28 29

26 | A WHITE JADE ‘DOUBLE DRAGON’ PENDANT, 
HUANG, WARRING STATES

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, Warring States period, 4th-3rd century BC

The pendant of flattened arched form is finely carved with a fierce dragon 
head to either end, their features neatly incised and the body carved in 
relief with comma spirals between raised borders.

The translucent stone is of an even white tone with russet-brown 
inclusions and small patches of brownish-cream color.

27 | A WHITE JADE ‘DRAGON’ PENDANT, HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The flattened pendant is well carved as a fierce dragon, its back slightly 
arched, the furcated tail terminating in a curled tip, the mouth wide open 
revealing sharp fangs, the body and features neatly incised, the center 
with a circular sunken element pierced with geometric designs.

The translucent stone is of a white tone with brownish-gray shadings and 
small areas of opaque calcification.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related jade plaque 
from the Myers collection, dated 
to the late Eastern Zhou period, 
published in Fillippo Salviati, Radiant 
Stones: Archaic Chinese Jades, 2004, 
Honkong, no. 108 and on the cover.

LENGTH 10.8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 6,200

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a closely related 
jade huang in the Freer 
Gallery of Art, accession 
number F1932.38.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related jade huang, 
also dated to the Warring 
States period, at Sotheby’s 
Hong Kong in Monochrome III 
on 22 April 2021, lot 6 (sold for 
HKD 302,400), and a related 
but smaller (7.8 cm long) jade 
huang, dated to the Eastern 
Zhou, at Sotheby’s New York 
in Fine Chinese Ceramics and 
Works of Art on 18 March 2014, 
lot 149 (sold for USD 62,500).

LENGTH 12.5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 8,500



30 31

28 | A PAIR OF JADE ‘DRAGON’ PENDANTS,  
HUANG, CHU STATE

Jade. China, Eastern Zhou, late Spring and Autumn period,  
6th-5th century BC

Of slightly arched and flattened form, the pendant carved in relief with 
interlinked comma spirals framed by raised borders, all below two 
confronting dragons with sinuous bodies and curling tails, their features 
neatly incised.

The mostly opaque stone is of a beige to pale gray tone with extensive 
patches of dark russet-brown and grayish-black tone as well as cloudy 
inclusions.

The closest comparable example for 
the present lot is a jade huang (see fig. 
1) unearthed from a Warring States 
tomb in the ancient city of Qufu in 
Shandong Province. Qufu was once 
the capital of the Zhou-dynasty Lu 
state and the hometown of Confucius.

Furthermore, the type of design, 
style, and stone are typical of the 
jades from the Chu cultural region, 
such as those discovered in the Xiong 
family tomb at Jingzhou, Hubei.

Chu was a Zhou dynasty vassal state. Their first ruler was King Wu of Chu 
in the early 8th century BCE. Chu was located in the south of the Zhou 
heartland and existed mostly during the Spring and Autumn period. At the 
end of the Warring States period, it was destroyed by the Qin in 223 BCE 
during the Qin’s wars of unification.

LENGTH 19.4 and 18.4 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 30,800

Fig. 1: A jade huang 
unearthed from a Warring 
States tomb in the ancient 
city of Qufu in Shandong 
Province. 



32 33

29 | A CELADON JADE ‘DOUBLE DRAGON’ BELT HOOK, 
WARRING STATES TO EARLY WESTERN HAN

Jade. China, Warring States to early Western Han, 5th-1st century BC

The curved shaft is detailed with finely incised interlinked comma spirals 
and carved on one end with an upturned dragon head, terminating on the 
other with a pair of dragon heads.

The translucent stone is of a celadon tone with cloudy white inclusions 
and small russet shadings as well as small areas of opaque calcification.

A belt hook of very similar form, also with dragon heads at both terminals, 
is in the Qing Court Collection, now at the Palace Museum, illustrated in 
Jadeware (I), The Complete Collection of Treasures of the Palace Museum, 
Hong Kong, 1995, pl. 164.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related jade 
double-dragon belt hook, dated 
to the Warring States period, at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in Chinese 
Archaic Jades from the Yangdetang 
Collection on 29 November 2017, lot 
2770 (sold for HKD 1,500,000).

With a fitted storage box.

LENGTH 13.5 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 23,500



34 35

30 | A RARE AND IMPORTANT PAIR OF WHITE  
AND BLACK JADE ‘DRAGON’ PENDANTS,  
HUANG, EARLY WESTERN HAN

Jade. China, early Western Han, 2nd-1st century BC

Published: F. Salviati, “La Cina imperiale delle origini: osservazioni sui 
contatti artistici con l’Occidentee il mondo nomadico nell’arte delle 
dinastie Qin e Han”, in M. Bussagli, P. D’Amore, P. Fedi, L. Giuliano, M. A. 
Polichetti, F. Salviati (eds.), L’eredità umana e scientifica di Mario Bussagli, 
Rome, 2021, pp. 353-364, fig. 2 (one pendant only).

Each pendant is of flattened shape and finely carved as two conjoined 
dragons with their heads curving upwards on either end and their bodies 
decorated in relief with comma spirals within raised borders.

The translucent stone is of a white tone with opaque patches of black tone 
and light inclusions.

The design of this pair of huang matches that of a similar ornament 
excavated in 1977 from a late Eastern Zhou tomb at Yanggong, Changfeng, 
Anhui province. Two related pendants from the Myers collection are 
reproduced in J.P. Desroches (ed.), Two Americans in Paris. A Quest for 
Asian Art, Paris 2016, nos. 139 and 140.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but smaller (9 cm 
long) single jade pendant, also carved as 
two conjoined dragons and dated to the 
Western Han dynasty, at Christie’s Hong 
Kong in Adorning the Kings - A Private 
Collection of Archaic Jade Ornaments on 
31 May 2017, lot 2718 (sold for HKD 
1,000,000, for one pendant).

With a fitted storage box.

LENGTH 15.9 cm and 16 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 78,000



36 37

31 | A RARE PAIR OF JADE OPENWORK  
‘DRAGON AND IMMORTAL’ PLAQUES,  
HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 1st century AD

The plaques are of rectangular form and superbly carved in openwork 
with a sinuous dragon amid thick scrolling clouds, an immortal holding on 
to its body from behind.

The translucent stone is of a yellowish-white tone with cloudy inclusions, 
gray shadings, and areas of opaque calcification.

The present lot is quite rare, especially as a pair. Compare a related 
plaque (8.8 x 4.3 cm) in the Changsha Museum in Hunan. Compare also 
the three plaques in openwork illustrated Filippo Salviati, 4000 Years of 
Chinese Archaic Jades, Vienna, 2017, nos. 304-306.

The image of the human figure ‘riding’ the dragon is similar to that painted 
on a tomb tile excavated at Jincun, Luoyang and now in the Royal Ontario 
Museum, Toronto, object number 931.13.186, and another in the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston, object 
number 69.25.

LENGTH 10 cm (each)

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 38,500



38 39

32 | A LARGE WHITE JADE OPENWORK BI WITH 
DRAGONS, PHOENIXES AND CELESTIAL FIGURES, 
HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The bi is intricately carved in openwork with a central dragon encircled by 
phoenixes with furcated, scrolling tails, followed by four celestial figures 
with billowing sleeves and serene expressions between two sections 
carved in relief with comma spirals between raised bands to the edges, all 
flanked by two dragons.

The translucent stone is of an even white tone with cloudy inclusions and 
patches of brownish-cream color.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but smaller (8.5 cm 
diameter) bi, also with comma spirals 
and a central dragon in openwork, dated 
to the Western Han dynasty, at Christie’s 
Hong Kong in Adorning the Kings - A 
Private Collection of Archaic Jade 
Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 2732 
(sold for HKD 5,460,000), and another 
(11 cm long) with two phoenixes at the 
outer edges, dated to the Han dynasty, 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in Important 
Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art on 
30 November 2016, lot 3204 (sold for 
HKD 7,860,000).

LENGTH 24 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 36,000



40 41

33 | A SET OF TWO CELADON ‘PHOENIX’ JADES,  
BI AND HUANG, HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The disc (bi) is well carved to both sides of the surface with a band of 
comma spirals within inner and outer raised borders, the central aperture 
flanked by two sunken elements pierced with geometric designs. The disc 
is flanked on the edges by a pair of phoenixes.

The pendant (huang) of arched form is finely carved with a dragon head 
to either end, neatly detailed with bulging eyes, open jaw, and a snout-like 
nose. The body is carved with comma-spirals and two sunken elements 
of rounded rectangular form pierced with geometric designs, all between 
raised borders with pairs of phoenixes above and below.

The translucent stones are of a pale celadon tone with patches of 
brownish-cream color.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related jade bi, also flanked 
by two phoenixes and dated to the Han 
dynasty, of slightly smaller size (6 cm long), 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in Adorning the 
Kings - A Private Collection of Archaic Jade 
Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 2715 (sold 
for HKD 250,000). Compare also a related 
jade huang, dated late Eastern Zhou to Han 
dynasty, sold in these rooms in Fine Chinese 
Art, Buddhism & Hinduism on 5 March 
2021, lot 60 (sold for EUR 18,960).

LENGTH 9.5 cm (bi), LENGTH 14.5 cm (pendant)

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 12,000



42 43

34 | A RARE AND IMPORTANT SET OF FOUR JADE 
OPENWORK SWORD FITTINGS, WESTERN HAN

Jade. China, Western Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 1st century AD

The set comprises a pommel (shou) of circular form, the domed center 
carved as a dragon, encircled by alternating taotie masks and archaic 
scroll; a sword guard (ge) carved with central taotie masks to each side, 
the nose extending to the pointed lower end, flanked by phoenixes and 
archaic scroll; a scabbard chape (bi) of trapezoidal form carved with 
sinuously coiled dragons; and a scabbard slide (zhi) carved with a central 
bi disc flanked by two confronting dragons with tails terminating in 
phoenix heads.

Note the extreme thinness of the jades in some areas, with some parts of 
the guard and the chape measuring an incredible 1 mm in thickness.

The jades are of greenish-yellow tone with extensive russet shading, 
cloudy inclusions, and black speckles. The deep russet shading indicates 
the jades were buried with a source of iron, doubtlessly the decomposed 
blade.

This exceptional set of sword fittings exemplifies the best jade carving 
of early Western Han period. Stylistically they are closely related to a 
set of sword fittings once belonging to the King of Nanyue, illustrated in 
Zhongguo Yuqi Quanji 4 – Qin, Han, Nanbeichao, Hebei, 1993, pp. 60-61, 
nos. 79-82.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare four sword fittings 
from the Myers collection, 
dated to the Western Han 
period, published in Fillippo 
Salviati, Radiant Stones: 
Archaic Chinese Jades, 2004, 
Honkong, nos. 130-133.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related set of jade 
sword fittings, also dated to 
the Western Han dynasty, 
at Christie’s Hong Kong in 
Adorning the Kings - A Private 
Collection of Archaic Jade 
Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 
2711 (sold for HKD 8,460,000).

LENGTH 14 cm (the scabbard slide), 7 cm (the scabbard chape), 6.8 cm 
(the sword guard), DIAMETER 6.7 cm (the pommel)

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 85,000



44 45

35 | A SPLENDID WHITE JADE  
BI-DISC WITH CHILONG,  
HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 
c. 2nd - 1st century BC

Carved from splendid white jade with 
some russet tones and carved on top in 
very high relief with several sculpturally 
crafted chilong, smooth-bodied chi-
dragons with flat heads and split tails that 
end in volutes. Some of the dragons show 
their heads, while others dive into the 
surface of the disc as if it was a cloud. The 
bottom of the disc displays a pleasingly 
regular embossed pattern.

DIAMETER 11.5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene 
and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 12,000

36 | A RARE JADE TRIPOD CUP AND COVER,  
WESTERN HAN

Jade. China, Western Han dynasty, 2nd-1st century BC

The cup of cylindrical form is supported on three short trapezoid feet, with 
an incurved rim and a loop handle, the sides neatly incised with two bands 
of key-fret repeated on the domed cover with a broad knob finial. A small 
chilong carved in relief is clambering on the shoulder to one side.

The semi-translucent stone is of a celadon tone with extensive patches 
of deep russet to dark brown color as well as small areas of opaque 
calcification.

A cup of similar shape but unadorned 
and without the lid was unearthed in 
1977 from a Western Han tomb near 
Yangzhou, Jiangsu province. Compare 
also the two jade lidded cups from 
the Myers collection published in J.P. 
Desroches (ed.), Genèse de l’empire 
céleste. Dragons, phénix et autres 
chimères / The Beginning of the World 
According to the Chinese. Dragons, Phoenix and other Chimera, Lienart, 
Paris, p. 228.

With a fitted storage box.

HEIGHT 7.3 cm, WIDTH 11.5 cm

Provenance: Private collection of Professor Filippo Salviati.

Purchase for EUR 7,800



46 47

37 | A WHITE AND RUSSET JADE FIGURE OF A BIXIE,  
HAN TO SIX DYNASTIES

Jade. China, Han dynasty to Six Dynasties, 2nd century BC 
to 6th century AD

The jade is finely carved in the round as a recumbent bixie, its head raised 
with the mouth agape revealing sharp fangs and tongue, the wings curling 
upward from the back toward the head, the tail swept to one side.

The translucent stone is of a yellowish white tone suffused with russet and 
dark-brown inclusions.

Moving away from the highly stylized depictions of animals in the Shang 
and Zhou dynasties, artisans of the Han dynasty and Six Dynasties 
developed a more naturalistic approach to representing animals. This 
aesthetic was applied to images of both real and mythical creatures, and 
across artistic mediums. At the same time, lapidary arts flourished, and 
jade animals of unprecedentedly high quality started to be carved. The 
present bixie is a superb example of the sculptural practices of the period, 
and the era’s enthusiasm for miraculous creatures that were believed to 
be portents possessing supernatural power.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related beige jade carving of a winged leonine 
beast, also dated Han dynasty to Six Dynasties, at Sotheby’s New 
York in Junkunc: Arts of Ancient China on 19 March 2019, lot 134 
(sold for USD 740,000), a related celadon jade bixie dated to the 
Eastern Han dynasty at Sotheby’s Hong Kong in Monochrome II 
on 9 October 2020, lot 40 (sold for HKD 2,142,000), and another 
depicting a mythical beast and dated to the Six Dynasties at 
Christie’s Hong Kong in The Pavilion Sale on 4 October 2016, lot 27 
(sold for HKD 2,100,000).

LENGTH 4.7 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 14,000



48 49

38 | A JADE CARVING OF A BIXIE, SIX DYNASTIES

Jade. China, Six Dynasties, 3rd-6th century AD

The mythical beast is standing foursquare with gently curved wings, an 
s-shaped tail, funnel-shaped ears, and a single horn. The face is neatly 
detailed with bulging eyes below sinuous brows, a prominent nose, and 
the mouth agape revealing teeth and tongue.

The mostly opaque stone is of a deep brown tone with olive and dark 
green shadings, dark speckles, and small areas of calcification.

Moving away from the highly stylized depictions of animals in the Shang 
and Zhou dynasties, artisans of the Han dynasty and Six Dynasties 
developed a more naturalistic approach to representing animals. This 
aesthetic was applied to images of both real and mythical creatures, and 
across artistic mediums. At the same time, lapidary arts flourished, and 
jade animals of unprecedentedly high quality started to be carved. The 
present bixie is a superb example of the sculptural practices of the period, 
and the era’s enthusiasm for miraculous creatures that were believed to 
be portents possessing supernatural power.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related white jade 
bixie, also dated to the Six 
Dynasties, of slightly larger size 
(6.5 cm long), at Christie’s Hong 
Kong in Adorning the Kings - A 
Private Collection of Archaic Jade 
Ornaments on 31 May 2017, lot 
2743 (sold for HKD 375,000), 
and another (7 cm long) dated 
Han to Six Dynasties at Sotheby’s 
New York in Important Chinese 
Art on 21 September 2021, lot 46 
(sold for USD 107,100).

HEIGHT 5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 5,800

39 | A CELADON JADE CARVING OF AN IMMORTAL 
RIDING A BIXIE, HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The jade is finely carved in the round as a ferocious bixie standing 
foursquare, its mouth agape revealing teeth and fangs, a winged immortal 
of much smaller size clambering on its back and holding on to an ear and 
a wing. The beast’s furcated tail is incised with deep grooves while the 
wings are incised with fine lines.

The translucent jade is of a celadon tone with pale russet veins and small 
brown patches as well as areas of opaque calcification.

The subject of a human figure riding atop a mythical creature featuring 
in jade carving can be seen as early as the Eastern Zhou dynasty; see a 
jade figure of a man or spirit riding on a mythical beast, 4th century BC, 
illustrated by J. Rawson, Chinese Jade: From the Neolithic to the Qing, 
London, 1995, p. 361, fig. 2. See also a figurine of an immortal riding 
atop a winged-horse, Western Han dynasty, excavated from the Weiling 
Mausoleum, Xianyang, Shaanxi Province, Xianyang Museum, illustrated 
in The Complete Collection of Jades Unearthed in China: Shaanxi, Beijing, 
2005, p. 157.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a further jade carving of a 
bixie and rider, dated to the Eastern 
Han dynasty, from the Desmond Gure 
and Arthur M. Sackler Collections, in 
the Freer Gallery of Art and the Arthur 
M. Sackler Gallery, Washington D.C., 
accession number S1987.26.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related but smaller (8.7 
cm long) carving of a bixie, dated Han 
dynasty or later, at Bonhams Hong 
Kong in The Sze Yuan Tang Collection 
of Chinese Jades on 5 April 2016, lot 
32 (sold for HKD 21,960,000).

LENGTH 16 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 24,000



50 51

40 | A WHITE JADE FIGURE OF A BIXIE,  
WARRING STATES TO EARLY WESTERN HAN

Jade. China, Warring States period to early Western Han dynasty, 
4th to 2nd century BC

The jade is carved in the round as a bixie standing foursquare with its 
head turned to one side. The beast’s face with bulging eyes and open 
mouth revealing sharp teeth, the horn flanked by two funnel-shaped ears, 
the wings and furcated tail are neatly incised.

The translucent stone is of an even white tone with icy inclusions and 
areas of opaque calcification.

Bixie of this type, both in jade and bronze, have been dated to the Six 
Dynasties period in earlier publications, by analogy with the massive stone 
sculptures of winged feline beasts which were erected in pairs on the 
“spirit roads” leading to princely tombs of the Southern Dynasties, but 
more recent scholarship has led to a consensus in favor of an attribution 
to the Han dynasty. Compare, for example, a related small bronze figure of 
a bixie, described as a “pacing monster”, and assigned to the Han dynasty 
by Jessica Rawson in the Hong Kong Museum of Art exhibition catalogue 
entitled Ancient Chinese and Ordos Bronzes, Hong Kong, 1990, p. 202, 
no. 116. In her description of the “pacing monster,” Rawson refers to 
excavated larger bronze winged beasts found in the fourth-century BC 
tombs of the Zhongshan princes at Pingshan in Hebei and refers to a Han 
jade carving of a similar creature. The bronzes discovered in the tomb of 
King Cuo of Zhongshan as well as the tombs of the Zhongshan princes, 
however, suggest an even earlier dating.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related bronze 
figure of a winged beast, 
discovered in the Tomb of 
King Cuo of Zhongshan at 
Sanji in Pingshan, in the Hebei 
Provincial Museum.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related white jade figure of a 
bixie, dated to the Western Han dynasty, 
at Sotheby’s Hong Kong in Beasts of 
Antiquity – Important Jade Animals from 
the Chang Shou Studio on 4 April 2017, 
lot 3311 (bought-in at an estimate of 
HKD 6,000,000-8,000,000).

LENGTH 8.8 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 9,500

41 | A JADE FIGURE OF A PHOENIX, 
 LATE EASTERN HAN TO SIX DYNASTIES

Jade. China, late Eastern Han dynasty to Six Dynasties, 2nd-6th century AD

The jade is well carved in the round as a phoenix with gently scrolling horn 
and feathers, the elegantly curved beak open, the eyes and other details 
neatly rendered.

The semi-translucent stone is of a celadon tone with cloudy white 
inclusions and areas of opaque calcification.

LENGTH 13.5 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 12,000
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42 | A BLACK JADE FIGURAL PENDANT,  
HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The jade is carved in the round as a standing bearded man wearing a long, 
wide-sleeved robe and an official’s hat, with incised eyes and mouth. The 
pendant is drilled vertically from both sides for suspension.

The semi-translucent stone is of a black and greenish-gray tone.

LITERATURE 
COMPARISON
Compare a related 
jade carving of a 
mortuary figure, 
also dated to the 
Han dynasty, in 
the collection of 
the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 
accession number 
11.190.68. Compare 
also with three related jade figures from the Myers collection, dated to 
the Western Han period, published in Fillippo Salviati, Radiant Stones: 
Archaic Chinese Jades, 2004, Honkong, nos. 126-128.

43 | A WHITE JADE PLAQUE DEPICTING  
A DANCING FIGURE, HAN DYNASTY

Jade. China, Han dynasty, 2nd century BC to 2nd century AD

The flattened plaque is well carved as a dancer wearing a robe with long, 
billowing sleeves carved with grooves and a hat. The robe, hair, and facial 
features are neatly incised. Several pierced areas allow for suspension as 
a pendant.

The translucent stone is of a white tone with icy inclusions and reddish-
cream shading.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related jade dancer 
dated to the Western Han 
dynasty in the collection of the 
Taipei National Palace Museum. 
Compare also with a jade 
figure of a female dancer from 
the Myers collection, dated to 
the late Eastern Zhou to early 
Western Han period, published 
in Fillippo Salviati, Radiant 
Stones: Archaic Chinese Jades, 
2004, Honkong, no. 108.

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a related celadon jade 
pendant depicting a dancing figure, 
dated to the Western Han dynasty, of 
smaller size (4.3 cm long), at Christie’s 
Hong Kong in Chinese Archaic Jades 
From The Yangdetang Collection Part II 
on 28 November 2018, lot 2773 (sold 
for HKD 350,000).

LENGTH 7.3 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 3,200

AUCTION COMPARISON
Compare a closely related jade 
pendant, dated to the Western 
Han dynasty, at Sotheby’s New 
York in Fine Chinese Ceramics 
and Works of Art on 18 March 
2014, lot 163 (sold for USD 
13,750), and another at 
Christie’s New York in Important 
Chinese Ceramics and Works of 
Art on 13 September 2019, lot 
827 (sold for USD 11,875).

HEIGHT 5.3 cm

Provenance: Private Collection of Irene and Wolfgang Zacke.

Purchase for EUR 2,400


